THE SPEAK NG TRUMPET
Newsletter of the Bare Cove Fire Museum

Fall 2012

Letter from the President
It has been a while—actually it has been fourteen months— since we
started emptying the entire contents of the museum building. Tons
of unwanted or un-needed stuff was sent to be recycled, material
was wrapped and packed and sent to storage, and the fire trucks were
stored away in the warehouse. All of the ceilings have been removed,
the roof has been replaced, the iron framework for the roof has
been cleaned and painted white, new lighting and fans installed, and
the interior of the building has been completely repainted in a two tone Gray, light
on the walls with a darker trim. The bathrooms and kitchen have been repainted, and
thanks to a very generous donation, a dishwasher is being installed.
The “Display Room” has been set up for viewing with some of the displays reworked
and/or relocated. The Fire Engines have not yet been moved into the “Apparatus
Room”, but probably by the time you read this, they too will be in their place. As you
must know from prior editions of the newsletter, we were able to do the roof work
because of a very large donation of Community Preservation Commission funds that
were voted by Hingham Town Meeting members. All of the other work was paid for
by the museum, and the work was done by museum members. To say that we are done
would be an understatement of huge proportions. There still remains work to be
done in the areas that the public doesn’t get to see. We will be glad to have your
help.
On September 22nd, our family used the museum to have a fiftieth anniversary party
for Jo and me. It proved to be an outstanding party for us, with lots of family and
good friends. During the evening, Hingham Fire Chief, and museum member, Mark
Duff asked if he could say something. He asked Jo to join him as he presented, and
she pinned me with a gold badge for the position of “Honorary Chief Hingham Fire
Department.” This was an extreme surprise and a great honor, one that cannot be
taken lightly. Thank You Chief Duff.
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New Member: The museum welcomes
new member Linda Illes.
1

Courtesy of Geri Duff

Board Members

Continued from page 1

Elected Officers

It was a wonderful day and evening for us at the museum.
The building all shiny and new on the inside, a superb
party, lots of family from around the USA, an Honor, and a
celebration of fifty years of a loving marriage. What more
could a couple ask for? The building was a perfect venue
for this and was easy to set-up and clean-up. Keep us in
mind if you are looking for a small hall for an event (no
birthday bashes or beer parties), we are more of a white
wine and catered food venue.

President
Dave Clark
Vice President
Jack Crandall
Past President
Robin Bernan
Treasurer
Lisa Andre
Clerk
Geri Duff
Directors
Russell Clark
Ginny Gray
Jaclyn Howard
Donald Lincoln
Appointed Officers
Building 52 Manager
& Curator
Bob Stella
Barn Sale Manager
Geri Duff
Board meetings are
held on the second
Tuesday of each
month and are open to
all museum members.
If you are planning on
attending, please
check with a board
member as the location
of the meeting
can vary. Meetings
start at 7:30 PM

Letter to the Museum
On behalf of the entire Clark family and friends of Dave
and Jo Clark, we wish to express our heartfelt gratitude
for the opportunity to host the 50th wedding anniversary
celebration at the Bare Cove Fire Museum. Your facility’s
updated appearances are gorgeous; the accommodations
available were on par with other venues we considered for
the event. Unquestionably, any organized celebrations we
may plan in the future we would hope to arrange with you.
Thank you again for the access to your fine institution for
our celebration and your contribution to the area of your
wonderful Museum.
Sincerely,
Kenneth Clark
All members of the Clark Family
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Letter from the Treasurer
Hey folks! Summer is over and I, for one, will miss the warmer weather!
But, thoughts turn to things we need to pay attention to as the weather
turns colder and colder. Hopefully we will see a lower oil bill this
winter due to the new roof that is finally, or near finally, finished. I
keep hoping the cost of oil will come down to a less headache inducing
price, but this is just a fantasy. That the two furnaces will function at
a higher level of efficiency is fantasy, as well.
The cost of insurance will remain pretty stable this coming insurance year, but the
cost is still up there.
Both oil ($4,644.00 FY 2012) and insurance ($3,535.00 FY 2012) are our highest
costs—over $8,000.00 last year alone. They put a drain on our purse strings. Well,
there are a lot of costs that put a drain on all our expenses—even personal ones. As
our parents and grandparents used to say, “Things aren’t what they used to be.” Now,
it’s our turn to say the same thing!
Other museums and historical institutions are all in the same boat when it comes to
having the where with all to pay their expenses, improve their displays and collections, and make needed repairs to their brick and mortar. Some have begun capital
campaigns in the millions of dollars.
An incredible amount of work by contractors and some of our own people have gone
into our greatly improved “house.” Our president and his wife, Dave and Jo Clark,
have spent an enormous amount of time and energy painting the interior of the museum. Once the walls were painted, more energy and creativity went into setting up
new and rearranged displays. With the new lighting, we have a VERY attractive display room! And, wait until you see the where the trucks are garaged!! An all new
paint job—even the floor! It looked so great a 50th wedding anniversary was held in
there!
Of course, as Treasurer, one of my goals is to make sure we don’t spend all the money in the checking account. However, money needs to be raised to help defray costs
and to support continued display improvements—some items are in near desperate
need of archival type storage. Another big, and expensive, project is to replace, with
greatly improved efficiency, the two furnaces. Dues do not cover all our operating
our costs. Some things are covered by volunteers who can fix things, some things go
beyond what they can do.
I hope any and all who read our newsletter can find it in their hearts to support the
museum with a tax deductible donation as part of their end of year tax planning, and a
desire to see the museum continue to improve. We have an amazing collection—a
collection that rivals most other fire museum; and, our trucks run!!
Please make checks payable to: Bare Cove Fire Museum. As a 501c3, any donations of
$250.00 or more will receive the appropriate letter for your files. Any donations
under this amount will receive a letter upon request.
Thanks and have a great autumn!!
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Around the Museum
Delivery Day
Thank You Daley and Wanzer!

Courtesy of Geri Duff
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Around the Museum
Workdays

Courtesy of Geri Duff
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Around the Museum
4th of July

Courtesy of Geri Duff
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Calendar of Events
Oct 28, 2012 1-4 Grand Re-opening
Nov 2 or 3 possible Firehouse Night (Speaker needed)
Nov 13, 2012 7:30 PM Board Meeting @ BCFM
Nov 25, 2012 Quincy Christmas Parade
Dec 11, 2012 7:30 PM Board Meeting @ BCFM

NOTICE
Badges are back in stock! Both the bcfm hat badge and breast badge are available for
members by deposit or purchase . contact Jack Crandall for details.

Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the
Board of Directors Meeting September 10, 2012
Meeting called to order with board members Dave Clark, Jack Crandall, Lisa Andre,
Donald Lincoln, Russell Clark, Ginny Gray and Geri Duff.
The minutes from the March 13th were read and accepted.
Vice President Jack Crandall received the membership application for Linda Illes of
North Weymouth. He also reported that all locks have been cleaned and repaired
where needed. Adam Read said that he would be more than happy to answer any late
night alarms and he will be added to the call list. Dave will provide the list to
Patriot Alarm.
Treasurer Lisa Andre reported the finances year to date, the tax returns have been
filed with help from Gary McDonough, CPA and the solicitation for funds form will
come once the return has been processed. She noted that if we do a major raffle
there is a fee involved with the state.
President Dave Clark reported that everything in the museum building has been
painted; kitchen and bathrooms floors have been washed and waxed; a brand new
dishwasher and the services of a plumber have been donated; a professional painter
did the high reaches in the kitchen/stairway area and the lighting needs tweaking,
but is done. Lisa will work with Dave to find an electrician to do the work. Don
Lincoln provided and Hank Thornton adapted a safety railing for the two steps
between the display and apparatus rooms. The upstairs needs to be finished with
painting, securing walls and etc. The three small rooms off the display room have
been painted. A hatch will be installed to facilitate access to furnace pump in attic.
The rear wall still needs to be corrected and the contractor has a few small items
to finish. A shelf will be added over the workbench for a display of the larger fire
extinguishers.
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Curator’s Report: A gift of a CO2 extinguisher was received from Kathleen of Hull. It
seems that not a month goes by without a donation walking in the door these days. We
have started highlighting some of them in the display room.
Computer: Geri reminded the board that she is willing to train members to use the
PastPerfect museum program. The BCFM board voted to have Lisa Andre renew the
Carbonite contract to store BCFM computer work off site for one year.
As a member of the Back Roads of the South Shore, the BCFM attends monthly
meetings and has voted to host a meeting in the spring. Any board member is welcome
to attend these monthly meetings.
An Open House is planned for October 28th from 1-4.
The BCFM has been invited to help celebrate the 125th anniversary of the GAR
Hall in Hingham. President Clark will present a medal found in the archives to the
Trustees of the GAR Hall at this time.
Geri will talk to Scoutmaster Phil Recsa to see about having Troop 52 join in on some
of our events.

Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the
Board of Directors Meeting October 9, 2012
Meeting called to order with board members Dave Clark, Jack Crandall, Lisa Andre,
Russell Clark, and Geri Duff.
The minutes from the September 10th were read and accepted.
Once the computer room is set, the main computer will be put in place and be
available for volunteers to help with the inventory and other projects.
Geri and Lisa will attend the next Back Roads of the South Shore Meeting in Kingston
on Friday the 12th and report back at the next BCFM Board Meeting.
Vice President Jack Crandall had no changes to the membership this month. He will
be working on the archive storage door to provide a lock there. Dave has an updated
key and passcode list.
Treasurer Lisa Andre reported she has changed the BCFM mailing address to 45 Bare
Cove Park Drive on most of the incoming bills. She has placed in the archives all
financial records belonging to the BCFM.
President Dave Clark reported on property and equipment status. Victor Bernan will
be cutting a hatch in the furnace room ceiling for access to the dead storage space.
Victor will be hanging a life net from the ceiling in the apparatus room. He will also
be cleaning out the back room, wire brushing and painting. As it is an unheated room
it will most likely be used for storage of tables and chairs. Dave mentioned that
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the dishwasher needs to be installed and a new counter is needed. Victor plans to
remove the doorway and wall section of the left of the stove to provide more kitchen
work space. Dave then mentioned that upstairs in the archives the sheetrock needs to
be ripped out to show the brick and the center wall needs to be anchored.
The BCFM recently was the venue for an anniversary party that catered to about 100
people and was perfect.
Curator news: Brook and Meg Robbins donated a quality replica fire mark of the
Philadelphia Contributionship which will be placed in the fire mark display slated
for the apparatus room. A deed of gift has been signed using the new PastPerfect
system.
Bare Cove Fire Museum Open House will be Sunday, October 28th from 1 to 4 PM.
We ask that all museum members that have the white shirt uniforms please wear them
and Andy Addoms will be asked to wear the red shirt. The trucks will be out (hope for
good weather) and cider, gingersnaps, cheese and crackers will be served.
There will be a small welcoming speech given by President Clark at 1:30PM.
The next board meeting is November 13, 2012, 7:30 PM at the Bare Cove Fire Museum,
45 Bare Cove Park Drive, Hingham.
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From the Collection
Pictures from the original opening of the Bare Cove Fire Museum, June 23, 1991.

Courtesy of Mark Duff
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From the Collection
We were recently given a pump can from Steve and Stephanie (Shute) Kelsch that had
been in the Shute Family since the 1940’s. Please notice the Civil Defense identification plate on it. During WWII, there were Air Raid Warden Stations all over Hingham
and the Shute home was one of them.

Courtesy of Geri Duff
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From the Collection
One of the new additions to the display room is a collection of memorabilia of many of
the earlier Firemen’s Balls held in Hingham to raise funds for the Firemen’s Relief
Association. These were cataloged and arranged by Caitlin Doyle, a summer intern,
Geri Duff and Dave Clark.
With the display is a binder containing copies of articles that were printed in the
Hingham Journal compiled by Robert Olsen, Hingham Firefighter and member of the
Bare Cove Fire Museum. He made every effort to record any mention of the Hingham
Fire Department in newspapers and fire company records.
In the early years, fire companies often held dinners to strengthen the bonds of
friendship that led to strong teamwork in fighting fires. The men did all the organizing of dinners, dances and other social activities. Over time, the tradition of the
Annual Ball was created. The men wore the badges and ribbons that proclaimed their
role in putting on a memorable Ball. Women carried the dance cards and wrote down
the men they danced with as a souvenir of a night of dinner and dancing.
Today women are on the fire
front and are part of the organizing that makes for a strong
team. During social events,
firefighter’s families become a
part of the bonds of friendship
that support the teamwork that
is so important in today’s fire
and rescue service and to all
of them we say thank you and
may you ever be strong.
Courtesy of Geri Duff

Membership
Interested in becoming a member or renewing a membership?
Please see our Web site for an application. Make checks payable
to the Bare Cove Fire Museum, PO Box 262, Hingham, MA 02043.
Membership $35
Family Member (No Voting Privileges) $15
Lifetime Member $500 (May be paid $100/year over 5 years)

Donations
The museum always welcomes donations in any amount to
help with our day-to-day expenses, along with our ongoing
projects.
$25.00
$100.00

$50.00
Other
781.749.0028 www.barecovefiremuseum.org
45 Bare Cove Park Drive, Hingham, MA 02043
Open free to the public every Wednesday 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

