THE SPEAK NG TRUMPET
Newsletter of the Bare Cove Fire Museum

Spring 2013

Letter from the President
Howard Davis, Gleason Bailey, Maxim, Hunneman, Seagreave, Akron,
Atlas, Rostand, A. LaFrance, Gamewell, or the Constitution. Have you
seen any of these lately? FYI, they are not really missing, we have
them all at the museum. I am just wondering if you have had a chance
to visit with them lately, because they really do miss the attention.
I can help you locate some of them. “Atlas” can be found
hanging from the overhead in the apparatus room and “Gleason
Bailey” is cooling her heels (read wheels) in Building 52! Some of the others you
will just have to find on your own. No prizes are given for finding them, other than
the experience of connecting with a little bit of fire history.
I need to give a big shout out to the members who have been putting in hours
of work making things look good with the new displays or foraging through the junk
metal to recycle it. Lots of hard work being done with smiling faces! Over the winter
there was a snow storm and I was concerned that it might be mid-Summer before we
would be able to access the museum, but again surprise! Someone plowed out the
parking lot and someone else shoveled the front entrance! Good Job, Done Well, and
Thank You. And, one day when no one was looking the oilman came and filled the tank
-- WOW! If anyone wants to donate to that cause, it will be very much appreciated.
As many of you know, we have had a few events at the museum since reopening
last fall: a 50th anniversary party, a family reception after a funeral, and a 90th
birthday party for a long-time member. We can easily accommodate up to 125 persons
for a sit-down event, and you will find our donation requests for the use of the
museum are very reasonable. When planning for your event, think about having it at
the museum, a very “TRENDY” thing to do!
There have been some scouts and their leaders and parents in for a tour, with
more scheduled. Working with the kids is something that we enjoy doing, so if you
have contact with or are a youth leader (scouts or other groups), think about adding
the Bare Cove Fire Museum to your “Things To-Do” list. Tours shouldn’t be just
limited to your youth contacts, bring on the big kids too. We may not be the biggest
fire museum, but we are the BEST!
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The museum welcomes new members

Sarah Donovan, Shaun Gaffey,
and Scott Gaudet.
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Calendar of Events

Board Members
Elected Officers
President
Dave Clark
Vice President
Jack Crandall
Past President
Robin Bernan
Treasurer
Lisa Andre
Clerk
Geri Duff
Directors
Russell Clark
Jaclyn Howard
Donald Lincoln
Jim McCann
Appointed Officers
Building 52 Manager
& Curator
Bob Stella
Barn Sale Manager
Geri Duff
Board meetings are
held on the second
Tuesday of each
month and are open to
all museum members.
If you are planning on
attending, please
check with a board
member as the location
of the meeting
can vary. Meetings
start at 7:30 PM

June 12 — Annual Meeting 8:00 PM (for members only)
Followed by the Annual Ice Cream Social
June 15 — Quincy Flag Day parade (drivers needed)
June 22-23 — Boston Amateur Radio Club Field Day @ BCFM
June 23 — 1:00-4:00 pm BCFM open to public
July 4 — 8:00 am Hingham July 4th parade
July 28 — 1:00-4:00 pm BCFM open to public
Aug 25 —1:00-4:00 pm BCFM open to public
Sept 10 — 7:30 pm Board Meeting @BCFM
Sept 21 — Fire House Night @ BCFM
Sept 22 — 1:00-4:00 pm BCFM open to public
Sept 28 — 8:00-2:00 Barn Sale

NOTICE
July 4th parade is fast approaching. The more members that
are willing to help will allow us to send more apparatus.
Let Dave Clark know if you are going to be one of paraders.
We also will be sending 2 pieces of apparatus to the Quincy
Flag Day parade, if you want to be on that crew let Dave
know (daveclark225@gmail.com, 781 843 3031).

COME VISIT THE ANA PATRIOT
SQUADRON’S SHEA NAVAL AVIATION
MUSEUM!

The Shea Naval Aviation Museum is now open from 9 AM to noon on the second Saturday
of the month as well as from 9 to 11 AM on the last Saturday of month.
The museum is in the Shea Fitness Center at 495 Shea Memorial Grove at SouthField on old NAS
South Weymouth in Weymouth, MA. The museum serves as a repository of photographs and
artifacts pertaining to the military history of NAS South Weymouth and NAS Squantum. Guest
speakers are hosted at least three times per year. Admission is free and the museum is tended by
veterans and historians who know the history of both bases. For more details about the ANA
Patriot Squadron’s Shea Naval Aviation Museum go to http://www.anapatriotsquadron.org.

Association of Naval Aviation, Patriot Squadron, Inc.
495 Shea Memorial Drive
South Weymouth, MA 02190
http://www.anapatriotsquadron.org
A 501c3 Organization
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Around the Museum
Grand Army of the Republic Medal
During inventory of the collection of the Bare Cove Fire Museum, several items
have been discovered that had no relevance to firefighting history but were part of
Hingham’s history. These items have been given to the Hingham Historical Society and
the GAR Hall for the public to enjoy in their proper settings.
President Clark wanted the Trustees of the GAR Hall to have the medal that was
discovered in a box of fire badges at the Bare Cove Fire Museum. Scott MacMillan was
kind enough to accept this for them. Scott said that it will be properly displayed at
the hall.

Dave Clark, President of the Bare Cove Fire Museum hands
over to Scott McMillan a Grand Army of the Republic medal
for the GAR Hall Collection.
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Around the Museum
Donation to the Collection
During the open house many people made financial
donations and some even brought artifact donations for
the collection. One very exciting piece is the booklet
“Constitution of the Hingham Mutual Fire Society”
printed in 1827. This 4 1/8” by 6 7/8” soft bound booklet
of twelve pages details the rules by which the fire
society would be run. It is interesting to note that
each member “shall provide at his own expense two
leather buckets, to be painted red inside; outside, skyblue, with the name of the proprietor, and the name
of the Society, and two hands linked together; also
one strong bag, one yard and a half long, and the same
bigness round, with suitable line so fixed as to draw
the same together, and the owner’s name upon the
outside.”
In the first display case is a copy of the 1804
“Constitution of the Hingham Mutual Fire Society”, the
original is in our archives where this one will join it to
be safely stored.
A big thank you goes to John and Barbara Stoddard for
this very important gift of fire department history. It
has been scanned into the computer so that it can be
read without wear on it.

Board of Directors Plaque
Member John Donovan has crafted a plaque upon
which the current board members names will be
placed. These names will be changed whenever there
is a change on the board. Member Bob Stella painted
a helmet shield to adorn the top.
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Bare Cove Fire Museum Minutes from the
Annual Meeting June 20, 2012
The Annual Meeting of the Bare Cove Fire Museum was called to order at 1930 hours
by President David Clark when it was established a quorum was present as required
by the bylaws and according to the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Voted: To accept Beverly Rinella as a new member.
Voted: To accept the minutes of the June 8, 2011 meeting.
Voted: The Treasurer’s report for FY 2011 was read and accepted.
The Vice President’s reported that there are 66 renewed memberships and 13 unpaid
at this time. We have four new Life Members: Jim McCann, Herb & Ellen Fulton and
Dave Clark.
Curator’s Report: During the course of the years we received: From William Pratt of
Brockton a Hingham V.F.A. ribbon, from Hank Thornton dress uniform from Scituate
Fire and from anonymous, a 1860s era Parade Fire Jacket
Mechanic’s report: Engine 2 ran fine in the Quincy Christmas Parade. Engine 4 never
quits and Ladder 1 is good. All spent time in building 52 over the course of the
renovations of the museum.
The Barn Sale Report was read and accepted.
Sunday openings were announced and volunteers were asked to help staff the
building.
Newsletter: Tracy Duff is doing a great job. It would help her tremendously if
everyone would send her information to be included.
On August 1st, 20-25 people packed up the
entire collection and Daley and Wanzer provide
the materials and storage for the start of the
renovation/roof replacement project funded by
the CPC.
In December the roof materials were delivered
and installed. The interior steel work was
scrapped and sealed; the electrician was in to
replace wiring pulled out during the roof work.
The BCFM hired a painter to do the eaves and other high spots while Dave, and Jo
Clark, Hank Thornton, Dick Kenney and other painted anything standing still. Next is
to restock the display cases and move in the trucks. The rear wall will be the final
piece needed to be done with CPC funds.
Chief Duff asked for a round of applause to recognize the CPC Committee.
Dave Clark reported that the board has been discussing an open house to thank the
town for their generous efforts to restore the building.
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Voted: That the Clerk cast one vote for the Board as it sits currently. Moved by Jack
McGrath, seconded by Mike Davidson and approved by the membership.
The meeting adjourned at 2030 hours. Ice Cream Social followed.

Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the
Board of Directors Meeting NOVEMBER 13, 2012
Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM with board members Dave Clark, Jack Crandall,
Lisa Andre, Jaclyn Howard, Donald Lincoln, Russell Clark, Ginny Gray and Geri Duff.
The minutes of the October 9th meeting were read and accepted.
Clerk Geri Duff reported that the October Barn Sale profits were down from
previous years. This was attributed to the museum being closed for a year causing a
lack of donations and volunteers. The Spring Barn Sale scheduled for June 1, 2013
should do better.
Vice President Jack Crandall reported that there were two new applications for
membership: John Donovan, a past member who renewed and David Coon who signed
up with a form used only at the Open House. Jack mentioned that there is a supply of
BCFM badges in his possession which members may use for a deposit of $75.00. Hat
badges are $50.00.
A discussion ensued regarding advertising. It was decided to forgo the ad on the
restaurant placemat. Ginny Gray will review the Rotary Phone Book ad. The Back
Roads of the South Shore brochure is to be placed at the tourist stop on route 3 in
Plymouth. It is already in the different locations listed in the brochure. Geri Duff
will look into placement at the Town Clerk’s office, Hingham Public Library and the
South Shore country Club along with our own red flyer.
Treasurer Lisa Andre reported receiving a donation check for use of Building 52.
A discussion followed where in President Clark will review the current status of
what is in the building and report back to the Board.
President Clark reported that the computer desk has been moved in, a counter top is
needed for the kitchen and work will start on the second floor. After the counter is
installed, the dishwasher will be hooked up.
Donations to the collection from the past month include a Bladder Bag used for
fighting wildfires from Dick Kenney’s brother. Brenda Gregor donated several
photos. The John and Barbara Stoddard donated an 1827 booklet from the Hingham
Mutual Fire Society. Mr. Ball from Abington donated a tin fire truck, a nozzle tip and
an Avon Bottle shaped like an alarm box. Jim Barilaro of Weymouth donated a sign
from the days of the Ammunition Depot that marked the steam pipe leading to our
building. Andrew Addoms donated a Maxim fire extinguisher and a nifty pike pole.
The mailing address in now 45 Bare Cove Park Drive and the Post Office box
discontinued.
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The Hingham Land conservation Trust did a walking tour out to Indian Point in the
park and ended the tour with a stop at the museum. Chief Mark Duff received a
letter from them complimenting the renovations done on the museum building and
collection.
The Back Roads of the South shore will hold their monthly meeting at the BCFM on
March 8, 2013 from 10-12 and volunteers will be needed to host this event.
Display ideas were discussed. A fan shaped display of nozzles is in the works and
shelving may be needed for a toy truck display in the apparatus room. There is a
hydrant thawer in storage that will be placed on display in the same room. Don
Lincoln donated a model of an Ahrens-Fox for the toy display. The board is open to
suggestions of displays and will seek feedback from the members and visitors.
President Clark has been looking into tee shirts and ball caps with the museum logo
on them and will bring in samples for the board to review.

Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the
Board of Directors Meeting Decemeber 11, 2012
Meeting called to order at 7:45 PM with board members Dave Clark, Jack Crandall,
Lisa Andre and Geri Duff in attendance.
The minutes of the November 13th meeting were read and accepted.
President Dave Clark mentioned that the Rules regarding members storing their
vehicles alongside our own trucks has been updated and will be sent out to
interested parties.
Vice President Jack Crandall reported that there were two new applications for
membership: Scott Gaudet and Dave Suffredini. Both were accepted.
Donations to the collection from the past month were two helmet shields from the
Naval Ammunition Depot in Hingham, one for a firefighter and one for a chief.
A long discussion followed regarding proposed displays. Because we are getting
more visitors with no knowledge of the finer details of firefighting, we need to show
and explain some of the day to day tools that were used in the past. President Clark
working with Hank Thornton and others has developed displays of fire extinguishers,
fire marks and engine bells. They are proposing displays of nozzles, house bells,
hydrants, the four fire departments that served the Hingham area, Chloride
Pyrotector, radio communications and the fire service and of course life nets. As we
go through the collection there will be more materials placed in the big showcase in
the apparatus room.

Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the
Board of Directors Meeting January 9, 2013
Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM with board members Dave Clark, Don Lincoln, Jack
Crandall, Lisa Andre, Russell Clark, and Geri Duff in attendance with members Hank
Thornton and John Donovan.
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The minutes of the December 11th meeting were read and accepted.
Vice President Jack Crandall reported that there will be a reunion of Maxim
apparatus in 2014 on September 14th. After discussion the board proposed that every
Maxim truck owned by the BCFM be prepared to attend starting in the spring of 2013,
work on all Maxims will be done in Building 52.
The Treasurer’s report was read and accepted. Treasurer Lisa Andre reminded the
Board that she will be stepping down in June of 2013.
President Dave Clark mentioned that the ladder truck was hard to start recently. To
alleviate this problem, he recommended that the battery be kept on a ‘trickle charge’
and the board agreed with this.
Archivist Geri Duff reported that Bill Macintyre recently donated a DVD of Hingham
Fire Department films from the 1950s and several photographs. He also come in one
day and helped with photo identifications.
Board member Ginny Gray has sent in her letter of resignation to the board, stating
that it is time for others “who are younger and have more energy” come onboard.
President Clark proposed Jim McCann to finish out her term of office. The board so
voted. A letter of thanks will be sent to Mrs. Gray
President Clark stated that it is time to start work on the second floor. One wall
needs to be removed and the others need to be finished. Then painting and installing
cabinets and shelving.
It was noted that the Hingham Journal recently carried pictures of the Open House.
President Clark has sample BCFM hats on order. Once a style is voted on they will be
sold for $15-$20.
The Fourth of July parade was discussed. The board likes the idea of a float but
needs ideas. Hopefully the membership will have some suggestions.
Firehouse Night will be in the apparatus room of the BCFM on September 21, 2013.
This will give us a chance to highlight the museum itself. We can easily host 125
people. Suggestions on speakers will be discussed at the met meeting.
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From the Collection
Life Net
For years Dave Clark has been talking about life nets and life saving devices. He
has toured several fire museums across the country and saw them hanging over
firefighting displays and wanted to do the same in the Bare Cove Fire Museum. With a
little help from a few hardy souls, Dave got his wish.
In 1890 a demonstration was done at Agricultural Hall, testing out these wonderful
devices. In later years the Town of Hingham purchased and had one installed on the
1922 Maxim ladder truck. Thereafter the Hingham firefighters were required to test
them out as part of their training.
In 1941 the Hingham Mutual Life Insurance Company arranged for their agents to
tour the Hingham Fire Headquarters and test out some of the equipment and some
very fine photos were taken for the company newsletter showing their agents
practicing with air masks, oxygen devices, the brass pole and the life net!
In 1950 The Atlas Company sent out ad
promoting their “Life Saving Device” and this
was used for some time in Hingham. They
no longer use them in Hingham and you can
see both the ‘Life Net’ and the ‘Lifesaving
Device’ hanging over the apparatus in the fire
museum.
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From the Collection
Life Net

Membership
Interested in becoming a member or renewing a membership?
Please see our Web site for an application. Make checks payable
to the Bare Cove Fire Museum, PO Box 262, Hingham, MA 02043.
Membership $35
Family Member (No Voting Privileges) $15
Lifetime Member $500 (May be paid $100/year over 5 years)

Donations
The museum always welcomes donations in any amount to
help with our day-to-day expenses, along with our ongoing
projects.
$25.00
$100.00

$50.00
Other
781.749.0028 www.barecovefiremuseum.org
45 Bare Cove Park Drive, Hingham, MA 02043
Open free to the public every Wednesday 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

