THE SPEAK NG TRUMPET
Newsletter of the Bare Cove Fire Museum

Winter 2014

Letter from the President
Don’t You Just Love An Old Fire Truck?
What’s not to love, the sleek body, the great way that it stands so
pretty and so proud. The brilliant red like the cheeks of a delicious
apple, the gleam of the chrome, and the shine of the polished
brass, the obvious strength of the steel, all makes you feel as if
you should caress and hold it close. Remember your first crush,
probably in grade school. When you couldn’t take your eyes off that
one on the other side of the classroom. They didn’t know you were looking, but you
were smitten with them just the same. You lost track of the early “Love of your Life”
but then found that one years later on the other side of a different room. Where
have you been, what stories have you to tell me, who have you been with – wait a
minute that’s not a 2nd grade sweetheart, that’s an antique fire truck that you have
just spotted on the other side of the museum’s apparatus display room.
Fire trucks are out of the ordinary. As a kid you loved the sight and sounds of
a fire truck zooming down the road or looking out the station house door at you, and
that kind of love stayed with you. When I was a little guy I was infatuated with fire
trucks. That’s probably not unusual. Boys like trucks. But kids usually grow out of
this kind of thing. I didn’t. I’m getting older and never stopped thinking fire trucks
are awesome. So not being able to buy one of my own I joined the museum, and I hope
that you did too. There’s a man on the television that keeps saying, “Come on Down,”
he wants to sell you a car of some ilk. Well now I’m saying; “Come on Down,” the
difference being that we don’t necessarily want to sell you anything (well, maybe a
Hat or a T-shirt), but we do want you to come and renew that old heart-throb feeling
of early infatuation with one of the greatest trucks in the world, a FIRE TRUCK. The
doors are open every Wednesday evening and most any other time with an appointment
for just one or a group, just give the museum a call 781.749.0028

Content Highlights
Calendar of Events.........................Page 2
Wish List, Barn Sale.......................Page 3
Around the Museum..................Pages 4-11
Award...........................................Page 4
Ladder Donation..........................Page 4
Archives..................................Pages 5-6
Building 52..................................Page 6
The Horse Story..........................Page 7
Tours.......................................Pages 8-9
Annual Meeting...........................Page 9
Open House.................................Page 10
Around the South Shore.......Pages 10-11

1

Calendar of Events
3/11/2014 Board Meeting 7:30 pm
3/22/2014 Open to the public 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
3/22/2014 South Shore Model Railroad Club - Open House

Board Members
Elected Officers
President
Dave Clark
Vice President
Jack Crandall
Past President
Robin Bernan
Treasurer
Lisa Andre
Clerk
Geri Duff
Directors
Russell Clark
Jaclyn Howard
Donald Lincoln
Jim McCann
Appointed Officers
Building 52 Manager
& Curator
Bob Stella
Barn Sale Manager
Geri Duff

3/29/2014 Private Party at BCFM. for CERT a Public Safety
Group that provides support for the Emergency Management
Operations in Hingham
4/08/2014 Board Meeting 7:30 pm
4/27/2014 Open to the public 1:00 - 4:00 pm
5/13/2014 Board Meeting 7:30 pm
5/24/2014 Hingham Museum Day — Take a historic tour of
Hingham (All Museum Day activities are open to the public)
5/25/2014 Open to the public 1:00 - 4:00 pm
6/01/2014 Fall River Fire Museum Annual Truck Show
6/07/2014 Barn Sale at Building 52, Proceeds go to BCFM
6/14/2014 Lynnfield Parade & Muster sponsored by
Massachusetts Antique Fire Apparatus Association
6/21/2014 BCFM Annual Meeting at Museum Building,
45 Bare Cove Park Drive (bldg. 112) 2:00 - 3:00 pm with
Social Hour after the meeting
6/22/2014 Open to the public 1:00 - 4:00 pm
6/28-29/2014 BARC Field Day (Boston Amateur Radio
Club W1BOS ). Each June, more than 35,000 radio amateurs
gather to operate from remote locations.
7/04/2014 Hingham Fourth of July Celebration and Parade
7/08/2014 Dolly’s Day Care tour at the Museum 10:00 am
7/13/2014 Wareham Hand Tub Fire Muster

Board meetings are
held on the second
Tuesday of each
month and are open to
all museum members.
Meetings start at 7:30
PM at the museum.

7/27/2014 Open to the public 1:00 - 4:00 pm
8/17/2014 Open to the public 1:00 - 4:00 pm
8/22/2014 End of Summer Classic Race at Bare Cove Park
5:00 - 6:15 pm
8/24/2014 Hingham Family Fun Day at Cronin Field, behind
the Central Fire Station 11:00 am - 2:00 pm
9/19-21/2014 N. Attleboro Maxim Motors 100th
Anniversary Celebration
And, don’t forget the museum is open every Wednesday night
from 7 - 9 pm.
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Wish List
•Professional experienced grant writer*
•Exterior of building(s) & flagpole painted
•Lighting improvements and upgrades, interior and exterior
•New kitchen counter installed
•De-Humidifiers*
•Flags purchased and hung from rafters in display room(s)
•Dry wall work & painting completed & wall units and shelving installed in the 2ndfloor archives area
•Archive materials, such as acid-free and light-inhibiting storage containers
•4 Overhead doors balanced and weather striping replaced*
•Landscape upgrade, including driveway paving and retaining wall around flagpole
area
•Internet service at Building 112
•A flat screen display with a looping DVD player
•All of the Maxim apparatus made to look special so that we can take them to the 100
anniversary show in September
*Indicates immediate need

Barn Sale, June 7, 2014
The next Barn Sale for the Bare Cove Fire Museum will be June 7, 9:00 AM to 2:00
PM. We have a few mystery items for sale and an assortment of unpacked boxes to go
through. Barn work nights are most Wednesday at 7:30 during the month of May.
Donations of items for sale are always welcome and may be brought to Building #52
any Wednesday night or the day of the sale. Anyone that helps out the day of the sale
gets free coffee and donut holes to start and pizza for lunch.
We need people to put the big sale
sign out the Sunday and the little
signs the day of the sale.
We need help on the sales floor and
carrying awkward items to customer’s vehicles during the day.
This sale helps keep the museum
running and all donations of ‘stuff’
are tax deductible, so be sure to ask
for the Bare Cove Fire Museum donation acknowledgment form.
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Around the Museum
Bradford Sprout Architectural Preservation Award
In 2013, the Bare Cove Fire Museum was presented with the Bradford Sprout
Architectural Preservation Award at the Hingham Historical Society’s September
dinner meeting in recognition of the work done to the museum building to preserve
the exterior of the building as it looked in 1940. The removal of asbestos, repairing
the brickwork and the new roof were paid for by a grant from the Hingham Community
Preservation Commission. Gary Torndorf-Dick was an enthusiastic proponent of the
project. Lisa Andre did a massive amount of research and paperwork to qualify the
project for CPC funding. Dave Clark kept his eagle eye on the daily work and when
the work was done he and his wife Jo did the bulk of the interior painting.
Gary Torndorf-Dick had the pleasure of handing President Dave Clark the award as
Clerk Geri Duff looked on. Missing from the photo was Lisa Andre who was a major
influence to the project.

Ladder Donation
Life member Roger Leslie donated
a full set of wooden ladders and a
wooden ladder wagon.
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Around the Museum
Archive Rooms
Now that we have the display room and the apparatus room presentable for visitors,
we need to turn attention to the second floor. This is a cooler weather project and
requires a bit of physical labor. Starting in the larger of the two rooms, the plan is
to remove the sheetrock that was water damaged and leave the brick exposed. Then, we
have cabinets that were donated by Lisa Andre that will be installed to store supplies
for the kitchen and archives. We also have several bookshelves to be brought over
from building 52 on which we will be the magazines and books in the collection for
easy reference.
In the smaller, locked room, metal shelving will be installed to house the collection
of historical materials in acid-free boxes with space for larger, framed pieces.
Presently there is no handicap access for either of these rooms so they are designated for storage only. The computer with the inventory on it is in an office off the
display room. Should something be needed from storage, a museum volunteer will find
and bring it downstairs.
Here are some of the planned projects for the collection:
Magazine project:
Once there is shelf space, the Firehouse and other fire-related magazines need to be
put in order. We will be keeping one of each issue and where Hingham is mentioned,
we will keep extra issues. Duplicate magazines will be sold or if there are too many,
given to visitors.
Book project:
All the books given to the BCFM need to be cataloged and shelved. Extras will be
sold.
Photo project:
Every photo is to be scanned and a description written up. The photo will be placed in
an archive/acid free envelope, placed in an archive box, and put in storage. Extras will
be sold. Volunteers are needed to do some research to describe the photos and do
data entry.
Object project:
A complete inventory of all the items in the collection needs to be done and entered
into the computer.
All these projects may be done by members, outside volunteers, or students looking
for archival work experience or community service. Ideally the shelving will be in
place to make all these projects doable.
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Around the Museum
Support the Archives
If you are looking for a way to support the Bare Cove Fire Museum aside from sending
in your dues every year and are not as limber as you once were we have a few projects
that you can do from the comfort of your home!
One way is to provide a ‘clipping service.’ As you read newspapers and magazines or
peruse the internet, look for articles about the Hingham Fire Department or the Bare
Cove Fire Museum. Clip them out, make a note of the date and where they were published and send them to the Bare Cove Fire Museum, attention: Archivist.”
If you see something on the internet, save it as a word document making sure you have
the source and you can email it as an attachment to the archivist at BCFM.Hingham@
gmail.com.
Another stay-at-home project is to help identify photographs. We are just starting to
scan all our photos into PastPerfect, a museum inventory and research tool. If you
have time, we will provide you with 25 photos at a time for you to write up a worksheet
describing each in a way that can be entered into to the system.
If that doesn’t tickle your fancy how about doing a little internet research to see
what people are asking and getting for fire memorabilia. We can provide you with record sheets of our object collection as a guide line. This information will be entered
into PastPerfect to give us a clearer picture of the value of our inventory.
As we move forward, there will be more projects that can be done from home or if
there is interest, we could start opening up during the daytime for research work.

Building 52

The next major project on the horizon is Building 52. Gary Torndorf-Dick has recommended that the Bare Cove Fire Museum seriously consider applying for CPC funds to
rehab Building 52. He feels it is an essential part of the ‘Museum Complex’ as it provides support services to the museum itself by storing materials and providing work
space for the fire trucks.
The Bare Cove Fire Museum board members needs to hear from the membership if there
is an interest in having the roof done over and creating a secure workshop for truck
repair. If there is an interest then the next step is to find someone who is available to
oversee the process of applying for CPC funds and to oversee the project itself.
The deadline to apply for funds is October 15. While too late for this year, this project looks like a good candidate for the 2014-2015 physical year. Please feel free to
speak with board members or attend the monthly board meetings to discuss how you
can help.
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Around the Museum
The Horse Story
Many years ago the South Elementary School had a fiberglass horse courtesy of
Teacher Avis Goldstein. When her class had no need for a blue painted horse, it went
around the Hingham School system, Senior Night, Plymouth River School, to name a
few places. Herb Cole used it to highlight the Union Street covered Bridge in a parade. It went to the Fire Museum for a coat of paint and a ride on a 4th of July parade
float, after that it went to the Conservatory of Music, the Vintage Baseball League,
and then was dumped behind a Hingham building for a year or so.
Being outdoors did not do this horse any favors and returning to the Fire Museum
probably saved this horse’s life. The broken ears hosting a nest of spiders were covered with a mildewed hat, termites infested the base and the painting was peeling off
the poor thing is sheets.
Tom Finnegan used his expertise to repair the cracks and mold new ears. A primer coat
has been done and the final coat of paint will be a nice horsey chestnut brown. Avis
Goldstein has promised a collection of photographs telling the story of the horse
which will add to the display.

The volunteers of the Fire
Museum have assured everyone
that they can bring him back
to his former glory. How hard
can it be when they have restored some of the finest fire
trucks in New England?
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Around the Museum
Tours
ARC of the South Shore
In July the Bare Cove Fire Museum had a visit from a group of adults from The ARC of
the South Shore. These individuals spent over an hour learning about the history of
fire fighting and admiring the displays. Because it was a small group, there was time
for pictures with the fire trucks. It was a pleasure entertaining and teaching this
group and Tour Guides Geri and Dave hope they return for another visit.
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Around the Museum
Dolly’s Nursery School Tour
After the fourth of July celebrations are over each year we are blessed with a visit
from Miss Dolly’s Nursery Summer Camp. These are the most well behaved children
that you will ever see. There are about 40 of them and they are absolutely delightful. They come in with their counselors, listen to the kid’s version of the museum
tour, ask interesting questions and then they hop back on their bus.
If you get a chance to volunteer for this tour, grab it. You don’t have to know a lot
about fire fighting and there is no fuss or mess with these kids.

Annual Meeting
The June 12th annual Meeting
went very quickly this year. Business was light and the membership was eager to eat ice cream and
socialize. As it is getting difficult
to build up a quorum on a Wednesday night, it was suggested that
the meeting take place on a Sunday afternoon. During the next
few months, members will be asked
how they feel about this and if
the majority is interested, we will
hold the Annual Meeting, Sunday,
June 22 at 2 pm with plenty of time
to socialize over ice cream afterwards.
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Around the Museum
Open House
Saturday, August 3rd, the South Shore
Model Railroad Club had an impromptu
open house. We couldn’t let them have
all the fun, so two museum volunteers
raised the doors and enticed a few
train buffs to take a side trip to see
some of the most beautiful fire engines on the South Shore. A large number of dads and granddads stopped in
to tour the display room and of course
see on the trucks.
Russell Clark enjoyed answering
questions about the Ahrens-Fox for
the grown-ups while Geri Duff took
the younger generation in hand with stories fire fighting in the old days. One almost 5-year-old little girl caught on so quickly that she was drafted into telling the
younger 3- and 4-year-old boys what she learned. A mini docent in the making!
The plan was to be open from 10 – 2 but the team was having so much fun that they
were there until 4.
On top of all the excitement of the kids admiring the trucks a gentleman was so intrigued with the display, he applied for membership!
A few tee shirts and hats were sold and it looks like we may be able to pay the fuel
bill this winter!

Around the South Shore
Hingham Firemen’s Sunday, June 9, 2013
Chief Lincoln was a big
supporter of training. To
recognize this, the Hingham Fire
Department announced that the
training room in Headquarters
would be named after him.
During the annual memorial
services held in June, his son,
Don, was given the honor of
removing the cover from the
plaque which will be displayed
in the room. Lt. Macintyre also
presented the fire department
with a framed portrait of Chief
Lincoln to accompany the plaque.
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Around the South Shore
Hingham Lumber
Engine 2, the 1938 Ahrens-Fox was sent down to Cohasset to transport Mr. and Mrs.
Santa to Hingham Lumber. When asked how much of a donation they should give, President Dave Clark asked for slat board to put up in the
gift shop. While they were surprised by the request,
they didn’t hesitate. We have two happy men. Dave got
his slat board and Russell Clark got to drive the Fox!

Membership
Interested in becoming a member or renewing a membership?
Please see our Web site for an application. Make checks payable
to the Bare Cove Fire Museum, PO Box 262, Hingham, MA 02043.
Membership $35
Family Member (No Voting Privileges) $15
Lifetime Member $500 (May be paid $100/year over 5 years)

Donations
The museum always welcomes donations in any amount to
help with our day-to-day expenses, along with our ongoing
projects.
$25.00
$100.00

$50.00
Other
781.749.0028 www.barecovefiremuseum.org
45 Bare Cove Park Drive, Hingham, MA 02043
Open free to the public every Wednesday 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm
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