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Letter from the President
So, you want to be in a parade! I know you are thinking that this year
would be a good time to try it. Great news—there is still time for you
to get signed up. We have some great positions available. Maybe, you
would like to be one of the mid-1800s firefighters or maybe just carry
a banner. The only exception is that kids whom volunteer should be
at least 10 years old. See Jaclyn’s related article as to how to get
signed up.
The Fourth of July Parade is only one of the things that we are recruiting helpers for at the museum. At more than a few of the board meetings and at at least one
of our meetings at Town Hall, it has been suggested that we have the museum open on
more than just Wednesday evenings. I would like to try for some Sunday afternoons
during the summer and fall seasons. It will require 2 or 3 members or helpers to be
at the museum to provide information and security. When the overhead doors are open
and the lights are on, visitors take is as a welcome sign to come in and have a look-see.
We are trying to put together a photo-op at the old Central Fire Station, perhaps during the Hingham Historical House Tour, on June 12th. It will be the 75th
birthday of the Ahrens Fox pumping engine.
As well as participating in the July 4th parade, we will be having an open house
at the museum on July 24th. This is our commitment to the Town’s 375th year-long
celebration. The more members present that day, the better picture we can paint of an
active museum organization.
Now if these ideas don’t help fill up your summer calendar, there is always the
Wednesday evening work night at the museum. Come On Down.
The museum Board of Directors applied to the Hingham Community Preservation
Committee for a grant to repair the exterior of Building 112. After a long and somewhat drawn out process, the request became an article on the Town Meeting Warrant.
On April 26th, Town Meeting unanimously approved the CPC Grant to the museum to
replace the roof and do extensive repair work to the exterior walls. I want to thank
museum Treasurer Lisa Andre for the time and effort that she put into preparing the
presentations necessary for the Historical commission, the CPC, and Town Meeting.
And while we are talking about fixing things, take time to check out the new sign
at the Fort Hill Street entrance.
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New Members
The museum welcomes new member
Donald Costin of NEMAFFA.

1

Newsletter of the Bare Cove Fire Museum

Board Members
Elected Officers

Page 2

Mustering the Members

375 is a big birthday for the
town of Hingham and this year’s
President
4th of July parade is only part
Dave Clark
of the celebration. The museum
Vice President
plays a big part of the parade
Jack Crandall
every year. But we need to step it
up and be a huge part this year!
Past President
We are always there: the Fox, the
Robin Bernan
ladder, engine 4, the banner, and
Treasurer
me, out in front in Bob Delory’s
Lisa Andre
famed spot. In years past we have
Clerk
thrown in other additions, such
Geri Duff
as a float or the hose reel. This
Directors
year we want to pull out all the
Russell Clark
stops and to do this we need you!
Jaclyn Howard
The Bare Cove Float Factory is
Donald Lincoln
back in business, and better than
Joyce Olsen
ever! We are planning to tell the
history of firefighting in Hingham! There will be at least 2 floats, a few trailers with
Appointed Officers
Building 52 Manager older pieces on them, the hose reel being pulled, and, of
course, our beautiful trucks. I know that the usual sus& Curator
pects will be there as always, but we need more! We need
Bob Stella
Barn Sale Manager members and their children even if those children are
grown! We need your friends and neighbors, too. We can
Geri Duff
promise good times and great memories for all volunteers.
There are many options for what you can do, dress up on a
Board meetings are
float, walk with a sign or banner, or pull some equipment.
held on the second
Spots on trucks will be limited to drivers and members who
Tuesday of each
are unable to walk or be on a float. My grandfather, and
month and are open to museum founder, Bob Montgomery, will be here from Florall museum members.
ida this year. I hope we will be able to make him proud of his
If you are planning on fire museum and our contribution to this important parade.
Please e-mail me if you want to join us at
attending, please
dancejac@mac.com
I will put you on our July 4th E-mail
check with a board
member as the location group to keep you
informed. I hope
of the meeting
to hear from you
can vary. Meetings
soon!!

start at 7:30 PM

—Jaclyn
(Bernan) Howard
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Firewood Derby 2010
Thanks to all participants!

Results:
First: Liam Fulan
Second: Sean Fulan
Third: Richie Sommers
Fourth: Emma Sommers
Best Hose Job Award: Sean Thorton
Last Out of Station Award: Nolan Murray
Best Detail Award: Avery Murray
Youngest Competitor Award: Samantha Howard
Best Aerial: Shawn Bernan
Best Fire Train: Nick Hersey
Big Dog Award: Sophia Hersey
Small Dog Award: Mark Sommers
Chief Duff Award: Olivia Krause
Happiest Fire Truck Award: Emily Krause
Best Fire Boat Award: Roan Fulan
Most Authentic Award: Sinead Fulan

Honerable Mentions: Victor Bernan, Bob Stella
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The following is reprinted with permission of
The Greene Countrie Towne Crier, January 2007
Help! Help! Help! Help! Help me!
Those were the words heard from people trapped in burning buildings until
Thomas F. Browder, a Civil War Soldier and business man, was born in Greene County,
Ohio June 14, 1847.
After attending school, he took one course at Forest Home College. In 1864
he enlisted in Company C, 60th Regiment Ohio volunteer infantry for three years
or the war. On May 9th at Spottsylvania, he was shot through the hip and lay in the
field hospital for three days. Later, he was taken to Washington D.C., and finally
furloughed home. He spent time in a Columbus hospital until he received his final
discharge from the service. He returned home, went to college and taught school.
In 1876 he came to Greenfield, Ohio, where he established the first steam laundry in
Greenfield. It was in 1887 that he began his work on his invention. He took out a patent that year on the Browder Life saving net.
In 1900 he added two other patents for improvements and later procured protection for his invention abroad. It was in 1900 that he invited the whole town of
Greenfield to witness a demonstration on the Public Square. On the designated day
the square and adjoining areas were packed with spectators. It was one of our trustee’s (Patsy Smith’s ) grandfather, Otis Long, who volunteered to leap from the top of
the three-story Smart building into the
outstretched Browder net. He did it with
no apparent shock. The biggest test occurred in the great fire in New York City
on May 7, 1901. Twenty persons leaped
into the net and were saved from horrible deaths. Immediately, compliments
flowed in to Mr. Browder. In 1907 he
sold his patents to the Corey-Patterson
Company, where it became known as The
Browder Life Saving Machine.
According to the Browder LifeSaving Net booklet, “ the net is held
shoulder high, almost at arms length
with the palms of the hands turned up,
keeping the elbows from touching the
body. It is held by ten to twelve men.
Made with hinges and automatic locks
and can be gotten ready for use in 2 or
3 seconds. Persons leaping into it do
not even receive a jar. The motion of the
hangers and springs takes the jar off
the persons jumping and the people holding the escape.”
The invention, The Browder Life Saving
Machine, was welcomed everywhere as
Lifenet drill at Agricultural Hall, 1890.
“a great boon to humanity.”
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Around the Museum
Quilt Raffle for Bare Cove Fire Museum
Six volunteers of BCFM crafted a “Stained Glass” throw-sized quilt to be used
for a fund raising raffle for the museum. It was on display at the Hingham Public
Library for the month of April. Tickets are still available for the July 24th drawing
at the museum and can be purchased for $5.00 each, $10.00 for three.
Over a period of about two months, Linda Illes, Ruth Bergren, Tracy Duff, Geri
Duff, Lisa Andre, and Lee Davidson met to choose fabric, lay out a design, sew pieces
together, and complete a quilt just the right size for a comfortable evening in front
of the TV, reading a book, or just taking a nap.
The raffle proceeds will be used to help restore the 1938 “Bunny Wagon,” the
fourth fire truck to be restored in the museum’s collection – and, the first in about
twenty years. The museum has high standards for restoration: the truck must have
been a Hingham truck and when finished the restored vehicle must be in “as delivered new” condition. The other pieces restored are the 1922 Maxim Ladder 1, in the
late 1970s, and in the early 1980s the 1924 Maxim Engine 4, and the 1935 Ahrens Fox.
Two hand drawn pieces were also restored in the 1980s.
If you would like further information, please call 781-749-0028 or e-mail
BCFM.Hingham@gmail.com.
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Around the Museum
The museum has welcomed many new vistors over the past few months, including
students from the Higashi school, a Hingham cub scout den, and HinghamTown
Historian, Winston Hall.
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Upcoming Events
Semi-Annual Barn Sale

June 5, 2010

The next Barn Sale for the Bare Cove Fire Museum will be June 5, 9:00 AM to
2:00 PM. We have many interesting and varied items for sale. We still have the large
1930 Hotpoint stove, the gas fireplace inset, and have acquired a metal lathe. Barn
work nights are every Wednesday at 7:30 until the day of the sale.
Donations of items for sale are always welcome and may be brought to building #52
any Wednesday night or the day of the sale. Anyone that helps out the day of the sale
gets free Coffee and donut holes to start and pizza for lunch.
We need people to put the big “sale” sign out Sunday, May 30th and the little signs
the day of the sale. We need help on the sales floor and carrying awkward items to
customer’s vehicles during the day.
If you cannot help all day Saturday, just drop by and visit with us at the Barn.
Barn Sale Work Schedule
May 5-7:30-9:00-pricing and sorting
May 6 take trash to dump
May 12-7:30-9:00-pricing and sorting
May 13 take trash to dump
May 19-7:30-9:00-pricing and sorting
May 20 take trash to dump
May 26-7:30-9:00-pricing and sorting
May 27 take trash to dump
June 2-7:30-9:00-pricing and sorting
June 3 take trash to dump
Barn Sale Support
Fax/mail press releases by May 15
May 26 –place ad in Ledger for June 2-5th
May 29 –Put out big sign

June 5 Barn Sale Saturday
1)
Prep work starts at 8:00 AM
2)
Bring Dunkin Donuts box ‘O Joe
coffee & donut holes
3)
Put out small street “sale” signs
4)
Sale starts at 9:00 AM
5)
Need help with customers
6)
Do a 11:00 AM bank deposit
7)
Send out for pizza
8)
Street signs come in 2:00 PM
9)
Dump runs start in afternoon
10) Sale over at 2:00 PM
11) Chase the customers out by 3:00 PM
and close doors
Always need help picking up donations and
making deliveries of the larger items

Geri will be available for daytime pricing
and sorting, if anyone is interested –call
her at 781-749-7664.

Annual meeting / Ice Cream Social

June 9th, 2010

The 2010 Annual Meeting and Ice Cream Social will be Wednesday, June 9th. Remember,
in order to vote you must be a member by the meeting.

Hingham Parade

Open House

July 4th, 2010
Parade kicks off at 1 p.m.
July 24th
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Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the
Board of Directors Meeting March 9, 2010
Meeting called to order: 7:30 PM
In attendance: Dave Clark, Don Lincoln, Lisa Andre, Russell Clark, Jack Crandall,
Robin Bernan, Jaclyn Howard, Geri Duff, and Joyce Olsen.
Clerk’s report: The minutes of the January 12th meeting were read, one minor change
noted and accepted.
President Clark congratulated Lisa Andre for a job well done regarding funding
for building repair costs from the Community Preservation Act. The board gave her a
round of applause. The final hurdle will be Hingham’s Town Meeting in April.
Vice President Crandall stated that a membership application from Donald E. Costin,
NeMAffA, is to be voted on along with those received earlier from Bob and Brenda
Beal, Hingham, Tom Bertolino, BARC and Henry Buccigross, BARC. All were considered by the board and voted in as new members.
Mark Duff came in to report on the painting of
Engine 3, The Bunny Wagon. He reported that he met
with John Thomas and his son at the museum to look
over the truck. Thomas estimates $3,500 to do the job
and it could be done by June. President Clark will
follow up on the details.
Duff then made a request to use the BCFM to host
the Annual Amateur Radio Field day June 26 & 27
which was approved by the board.
President Clark expressed thanks to Tracy Duff for the newsletter and her work on
the flyer for the upcoming Firewood Derby.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Andre reported that the new sign is on order and will
be installed in time to announce the March 20th Bake Sale. Scotty McMillan has
already prepared a space for it on the Bare Cove Park sign frame.
President Clark noted that with the increase of traffic in the area the museum itself
should be open to the public on weekends and he will encourage members to team up,
hang out an “open today” sign and open the doors to visitors.
A donation of $50 was sent the Hingham Permanent Firefighters association in Memory
of Geraldine Jones, wife of E. Gardner Jones.
Donations were received from the NEMAFFA and BARC.
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President Clark pointed out that this is a banner year for the Fourth of July celebration in Hingham as it is being combined with the 375th anniversary of the Town. The
museum should put on the biggest display possible and he already has flatbed trailers lined up to haul the horse drawn ladder and a float.
The next events are the March 20th Bake Sale and the April 23 Firewood Derby.
The meeting ended at 9:21 PM. The next meeting will be at 7:30 pm, April 6th at the
Bare Cove Fire Museum.

Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the
Board of Directors Meeting April 13, 2010
Meeting called to order: 7:45 PM
In attendance: Dave Clark, Lisa Andre, Russell Clark, Robin Bernan, Jaclyn Howard,
and Geri Duff
Clerk’s report: The minutes of the March 9th meeting were read and accepted.
President Clark received Curator’s Report from Andre. Gail Linscott McNeil sent
a copy of the 1946 Albert Pitcher book and a torn photograph of the 1919 Whiton
chief’s car, 1922 Maxim Ladder, and the 1913 Knox Engine 2 in from of Central fire.
There was discussion regarding repair to the photograph as there is only two known
to exist so far. Andre also received a booklet on the Amoskeag Company and the event
schedule for car shows from Joe Gildea of the Cadillac LaSalle Club. The booklet
will be added to the archives and the car show schedule posted on the bulletin board.
It is asked that if you are bidding on an item, anywhere, for the Museum collection
please let the board know as we may have that item already.
President Clark reported that the 1966 Mack and the Ford/Robinson have both been
sold freeing up space in building 52. There is an inquiry regarding the possible sale
of the small buggy.
The painting of the Bunny Wagon was discussed. President Clark will take a museum
member with him to speak with John Thomas regarding the actual paint to be used.
While the truck may not be ready for the 2010 July 4th parade it will definitely be
ready for the BCFM 20th Anniversary year.
After thanking Tracy Duff for the great flyers she produced, President Clark discussed assignments for the Firewood Derby. Dave has made the trophies and has been
decorating the room with awards the museum has acquired. Set up will start at 4:30
that day, April 23rd. Desserts are needed.
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With increased use of the nearby playing fields it was felt by the Board that the Museum needs to have weekend openings. A volunteer schedule will be set up for two or
more members to be on hand. One board member has already offered to be there the
3rd Sunday afternoon of the month.
The photo event at the old Central Fire Station on Short St is June 13. Drivers will
be needed.
The Barn Sale schedule has been set and copies handed out to the board. It is June 5th
The 2010 July 4th parade will need many people. Plans are for multiple floats with 4
different uniform/costume styles. Jaclyn Howard and Robin Bernan will coordinate
clothing. Several flatbed units have been promised and all available rolling stock
will be used.
The Museum has been invited to attend the dedication of the Steve Carlson Field May
1 at noon. It was decided to open the overhead doors and have the trucks outside. Volunteers are needed to monitor the event.
The meeting ended at 9:38 PM. The next meeting will be at 7:30 pm, May 11th at the
Bare Cove Fire Museum.
The next Museum event is April 23, the Firewood Derby.

Membership
Interested in becoming a member or renewing a membership?
Please see our Web site for an application. Make checks payable
to the Bare Cove Fire Museum, PO Box 262, Hingham, MA 02043.
Membership $35
Family Member (No Voting Priviledges) $15
Lifetime Member $500 (May be paid $100/year over 5 years)

Donations
The museum always welcomes donations in any amount to
help with our day-to-day expenses, along with our ongoing
projects.
$25.00
$100.00
781.749.0028

$50.00
Other
Www.Barecovefiremusum.Org
45 Bare Cove Park Drive, Hingham, MA
PO Box 262, Hingham, MA, 02043
Open free to the public every Wednesday 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

BARE COVE FIRE MUSEUM
45 Bare Cove Park Drive
Hingham, MA 02043

The Officers and Directors, Cordially invite you to join us for the

The Annual Meeting of Members
To be held on Wednesday, June 09, 2010, at 7:30pm
At the Museum Headquarters,
45 Bare Cove Park Drive
(same place, but a new address)

Building #112
Hingham, MA 02043

The Annual Meeting is being called for the following purposes:
1:
2:
3:
4:

To elect the officers of the corporation:
To elect the directors-at-large of the corporation:
To receive and act on reports:
For such other business as properly may be brought before the meeting.

After the Annual Meeting is adjourned an Ice Cream Social will be held.

Please join us as we take pride in our past and plan for our future.
Notice given this 12th day of May, 2010

Geri Duff

